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CHAPTER 2
TERM NAL OPERATI ON

A | NTERACTI ON W TH THE COVPUTER

The device you use to comunicate with the conputer is the
video term nal, or CRT. There may also be an auxiliary printer
attached to the termnal which prints what is appearing on the
screen as a permanent record. The screen of your term nal dis-
pl ays both your input and the conputer’s responses. The cursor,
a spot on the screen indicating where the termnal is witing,
Wil be referred to fromtine to tine. The cursor is a blinking
square on sone termnals, and just an underline mark on others.

1. Term nal Keyboard. The- keyboard on your termnal is
identical wth that of a typewiter except for a few speci al
keys. These special keys may be in different places on the
various termnals you are likely to encounter, but nost of them
are present on all term nals. They are:

CTRL -- This is the control key. You will have only occasi onal
use for it, but it wll aid you in aborting or getting out of a
program should there be sone difficulty which nmakes nor mal
exiting difficult or inpossible.

DELETE - This key deletes characters which you have just
t yped. Pressing it will cause the cursor to nove to the left one
space and delete the character which was in that space. Hol di ng
down the delete key for nore than a second will cause it to
automatically nove rapidly to the left. This can cause grief, so
wat ch how | ong you hold this key.

BACK SPACE -- This key does not have the sane neaning as it
does in a typewiter, so do not use it except as specified in the
| nstructions acconpanyi ng your specific termnal.

BREAK, LINE FEED, ESC -- These keys are for special functions
whi ch are not present in DAVIS. Pl ease do not experinment wth
them as you nmay cause the | oss of data you need.

NO SCROLL -- This key will be found on nmany term nal s. Pressi ng

it will stop the “scrolling” action on the screen. This neans
that you may freeze material you need on the screen before it
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scrolls off the top of the screen. Pressing NO SCROLL w il freeze

the screen and, pressing it again, wll return the screen to
normal operation. Be careful not to leave it engaged, or you
Wil not be able to enter any information, nor retrieve any from

the conputer.

Nearly all video termnals wll have these keys; if yours |acks
one or nore, ignore the above information. It may be necessary
to read the instructions acconpanying your termnal to determ ne
how to cause a deletion of a character if your termnal has no
DELETE key.

2. Entering |nfornmation. On a typewiter, the RETURN key
advances you to a new line and returns the elenent or carriage.
On your termnal the RETURN key sends the |ine you have just

typed to the conputer. After typing commands, instructions or
answering questions put to you by the conputer, you wll always
enter RETURN or type CR (for carriage return) in order to send the
| nf or mati on. At special tinmes you wll use other keys for this,
but they wll be noted carefully.

3. Interrupting a Program There will be times when you will

need to interrupt a progranis execution and return to the nenu.
For exanple, you nmay have asked for a nmuch longer printout at
your term nal than -you expected to receive. Rat her than wait for
a 7-hour printout, you can abort the procedure by holding down
the CTRL key and pressing either C or Y. The CTRL/C and CTRL/Y

instructions will do various things, but they wll alnost always
get you out of a place in which you are stuck. You shouldn’t
use these for routine exits froma program . ® nly in energencies.

NOTE : Do not use CRTL/C when in OLIVE

In general, you shouldn’t press a CTRL/C or CTRL/Y twice in
arow, this wll cause you to be dunped out of the program you
are in, and perhaps log you out of the conputer altogether. Many
times, using the control functions wll not result in imed ate
stopping of the program there are buffers within the conputer
whi ch nust be enptied first. Be patient, these commands will
usually work in a few seconds.

| MPORTANT

NEVER LEAVE YOUR TERM NAL UNATTENDED FOR ANY LENGIH OF TI M LOG
OFF THE SYSTEM I F YOU ARE GO NG TO BE GONE MORE THAN FI VE M NUTES.
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B. LOGE NG | NTO AND OQUT OF DAVI S

There are four nethods by which to contact the conputer
| ocated at Wight-Patterson AFB, Dayton, Ohio. They are:

Direct Line

TYMNET

AUTOVON

Def ense Data Network (DDN)

The followng provides step-by-step instruction on how to
connect and disconnect from the conputer.

1. Usi ng The Tel ephone.

a.  TYMNET . Currently! the best method for contacting

the conputer by telephone is by using the communication service
of TYMNET. By dialing the appropriate local nunber in your area,

the common problens of AUTOVON (preenption and noise) are elimnated.

Consult INFOCEN (AV 785-6175) for the current |ocal TYMNET nunber.
Here, by way of exanple, is how to get into the DAVIS conputer
over the phone. Al of your input is underlined, throughout this
gui de.

(1) D al the nunber for TYMNET and wait until you hear
the high-pitched tone. Now, either place the phone handset in

the acoustic coupler (the device that converts the conputer’s
signals into sound) or place the phone on hold. Wich of these
you do wll depend on the type of nobdem you have.

(2) The followng nessage will be printed on your
Screen:

PLEASE ENTER YOUR TERM NAL | DENTI FI ER

(NOTE: The above nessage may be garbl ed. |f this happens, proceed
as though it wasn't garbled).

Respond to this by typing an uppercase A.

(3) The nessage PLEASE LOG IN wll then be printed On
your Sscreen. Ent er:

TAFV4; XXXXXX (XXXXXX to be obtained from your Conponent
AV Manager)

( NOTE: The XXXXXX will not appear on your screen or printer.
This is a normal security neasure.) XXXXXX is a routing code
that will be supplied at the tinme of your INFOCEN PASSWORD.
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(4) |If you nmke a typing error when entering "IAFV4"
you Wil receive an error nessage and a request for “USERNAME
Respond t hus:

| AFV4; XXXXXX

If you make a typing error when entering XXXXXX you wll receive
an error nessage and a request for PASSWORD. Respond w th:

XXX XXX

(5) The computer wll print out a few identification
nunbers and say: “WAFB is on-line”. Enter RETURN once nore to
obtain the USERNAME pronpt, if it doesn’t appear automatically,
from the DAVIS conputer at Wight-Patterson AFB. Wth sone
termnals operating at 300 baud, it nmay be necessary to enter
several RETURNS before the DAVIS conputer issues the USERNAME
pronpt. You are now ready to log into the DAVIS system

b. AUTOVON. You should only use the AUTOVON if you do not

have access to a l|local TYMNET Iine. Renenber, however, that when
usi ng AUTOVON, you run the risk of: (1) being preenpted, and; (2)
encountering unusual |ine noise which may interfere wth your
communi cation wth the conputer. Unli ke TYMNET, there are no

long log-in procedures to follow, your AUTOVON call goes directly
to the conputer.

(1) To contact the conputer by AUTOVON, consult vyour
Conponent AV Manager for the nunmber to dial.

(2) After receiving the carrier tone and placing the
handset in the acoustic coupler, or depressing the appropriate
button on the nmodem “enter RETURN twice and the conputer wll
respond:

USERNAME:

(3) You are now connected wth the VAX 11/780 conputer,
and ready to log into the DAVIS.

¢. DEFENSE” DATA ‘ NETWORK( DDN ). Cont act INFOCEN (AV 785-
6175) for instructions and a password.

2. Loggi ng Into DAVIS. There are two nanes which identify
you to the conputer, the first is the USERNAVE and the second,
t he PASSWORD. The USERNAME is a nane which the conputer wl|
recogni ze but does not allow you to conplete the log-in procedure
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unl ess you also enter the correct PASSWORD. The PASSWORD is a
uni qgue word or letter group which you should not share wth

others unless specifically authorized to do so. (Note: to obtain
USERNAMVE and PASSWORD, see page 1-3, paragraph Dl.)

Let’s suppose your USERNAME is JONES and your PASSWORD,
COCONUT; you would do the followng to log in:

USERNANE: JONES (Don't foraet to “send” bv enterina RETURN)

PASSWORD: COCONUT

The conputer will respond wth:
WELCOVE TO THE | NFOCEN SYSTEM 4 - VAX/VMS 3.0

After successfully logging in, an announcenent informng you
of a nessage (referred to as Infomail), nay be nade. Thi s
announcenent can also conme at any tine while you are connected to
t he conputer. It will not interfere with whatever you are doing
or the processing of your request. (See Chapter 7 for a conplete
description of Infomail. )

At this point you are logged into the conputer. Next you w ||
receive a nessage requesting your termnal type.

ENTER TERM NAL TYPE: vT100

W have used a VTIOO here because it is the nost preval ent
termnal type. |f you are not sure of the type of term nal you
have, consult wth your conputer representative. If you sinply
enter RETURN instead of entering a type, you will receive a |ist
of the termnal-type options which the conputer recognizes.
Enter the appropriate code.

You will now receive the nenu pronpt:
ENTER FUNCTI ON CODE OR PRESS RETURN FOR THE NMENU:
|f you have. no idea of what you want to do, go ahead and enter

RETURN to see the selections which are avail able. Thi s guide
wi Il discuss only the BASIS and the MAIL options. | f you already

know what you want to do, sinply enter the function selection and
enter RETURN. Execution will be automatic from this point.

Cccasionally, the conputer, or TYMNET, will drop (disconnect)
a user before the termnal session is conplete. On a query-type
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session no danmge, other than |oss of data sets, occurs. The
solution to the problem is to begin the process again. I n an
editing or data-entry session, nonexperienced operators should
contact | NFOCEN for recovery guidance (see p. 1-3).

3. Loggi ng Qut . It is absolutely necessary to |og out of
the conputer. |f you do not, you may have difficulty in 1|ogging
I n agai n. Logging out of the conputer is considerably sinpler

than | ogging in. All you need do is exit the routine you are in,
using its standard exit commands, and get back to the nenu pronpt.

At the nenu pronpt, enter LO and you wll be |ogged out. | f you
are using the phone, now you nmay hang it up. |f you were on a
direct line, you may need to log out of a second conputer, but
that will be told to you on the screen.
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